Culpeper Heritage Horse Trail

A proposed amendment to the Culpeper County Comprehensive Plan

Presented by

Gardiner S. Mulford

President

Culpeper Horse Owner’s Association

Purpose:  To permanently establish a 20 mile circuitous horseback riding trail in the Stevensburg District of Culpeper County.

Where:  Brandy Station, Stevensburg, Kellys Ford and Elkwood linked by horse trail along historic routes of transportation, Civil War cavalry engagements, historic homes and places of interest.  

How:  As part of the Comprehensive Plan those portions of the trail that need to be developed will be built out in conjunction with future land development and road improvement.  A trail plan would permit accelerated acquisition of necessary easements and provide legitimacy for seeking grants and other monies.  Today, half of the trail already exists in useable form and half of this is already marked with VDOT Horse Caution Signs.  

When:  Now, prior to the residential build out of Brandy Station and the future Elkwood metropolis.

Why:  1.  Make Culpeper a better place to live.
2. Create a major tourist draw by highlighting our history, scenic views and recreational activities.

3. Trail concept lends itself to biking, walking and horseback riding. (A fine biking route as it stands today)

4. Generate economic influx without service output.

5. Make safer for current users. 

6. Protect land and farms by attracting the right user.
7. Promote education of historical events, places and people.
Issues and Solutions
*Gravel Roads

VDOT uses 57’s and crush and run to maintain gravel roads.  

Stone dust or driveway mix would be more suitable for vehicle and horse traffic.

*Signs

Horse Crossing Signs placed at intersections.

Horse Caution signs place where needed.

*Right of Way

VDOT must enforce its Rights of Way and ensure fences are setback from the road.  This distance should be increased where needed to allow more separation between horseback riders and vehicles.

*Underpass

An underpass for horse traffic will be required under the new Route 3, phase 3 in the vicinity of Salubria. 

*Public parking for trail users

Parking facilities for horse trailers should be located at each village.  Lenn Brothers Park is the first and best opportunity for trailer parking.
*Trail Location
Inside of loop on Kellys Ford Road

Outside of loop on Stevensburg Road

Coordinate with VDOT during Site Plan phase

*Liability

VDOT Right of Way whether on the road or on the shoulder.

Horseback rider assumes same risk and liability as any other user of public road.  Private property owner not protected against claims from biker and hiker but is protected against claims from equestrian activity.
Historic Properties List

1. Graffiti House

1858 

(Virginia Landmark Register)

2. Clover Hill Farm

1775







3. Cross Key Tavern

1800

4. Rose Hill Farm

1810

5. Salubria


1742   (National Register of Historic Places)
6. Hansborough Ridge
1863
 (National Register of Historic places)

7. Maddens Tavern

1842   (National Register of Historic Places)

Civil War Sites and Battles

1. Battle of Brandy Station

2. Battle of Kellys Ford

3. Skirmish at Mountain Run

4. Death of Major John Pelham
Trails, Roads and Avenues of Maneuver
1. Kirtley Trail (York Road) establish by Governor Spotswood 1714.  

2. Old Carolina Road (Stevensburg Road) main route between Philadelphia and homes of founding fathers.  Both were major thoroughfares for more than 200 years.  

3. All routes of proposed trail were actual maneuver routes during significant Civil War battles.
Trail Accommodations
1. The Inn at Kellys Ford

2. Hazel Lake Camp Ground

3. Rose Hill Farm has plans for B&B facility and equestrian complex

4. Countless others will open

Conclusion

Timing

Prior to build out of Brandy Station and Elkwood

Prior to completion of Route 3 expansion

Growing public demand for recreation and trails

Appropriate partnerships realized

Partnerships

Culpeper Horse Owner’s Association

Culpeper County Government

Virginia Department of Transportation

Department of Recreation

Department of Tourism

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

Brandy Station Foundation

Germanna Foundation
Funding

None requested, just put it on the map!

20 to 1 return on local monies spent to enhance tourism

Majority of expense bore by VDOT incidental to road improvement

Trail easements acquired by conservation entitlements or VDOT purchase
VDOT has funding for alternate transportation modes

Trail easements acquired by proffer

Additional Goals and Helpful Policies

Designate gravel roads as Historic Trails to prevent paving.

Establish method to ad new trails without re-amending Comprehensive Plan.

Stevensburg, Brandy Station and Elkwood become historic districts.

Culpeper Horses

Approximate population:  5,000

Average price per Equine: $8,599

Average cost to maintain; per horse per year:  $4,000
Total contribution to Culpeper Economy per year: $20,000,000.00
Virginia Horses

Equine sales ($99.4 million) are Virginia’s 7th largest agricultural commodity.  
Total equine activity contributes $5 billion to Virginia’s economy.

Trail riding is the single largest equestrian activity in the State. 
Trail riding represents 45% of all equestrian activities.  

Breeding 19%, competition/show 17%, racing 7%, other 12%.

“Thousands of jobs depend on the Virginia equine industry.  Equine is a major source of tourism and generates substantial revenue to the Commonwealth”.

Source:  2001 Virginia Equine Report

Virginia Department of Agriculture
